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This lecture course provides a survey of development of the English language in its historical context
from the time of the first Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain to the present day. The major
conventional “stages” of the language — Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English — will
all be introduced, with a view to understanding the present structure of the language as the product of
its history, and in relation to its nearest neighbours and relatives (including German). The dynamics
of major types of processes of language change - language contact, standardization,
grammaticalization, the role of dialects — will also be discussed, as will be some of the large
theoretical questions looming in the background: why, and how, do languages change in the first
place?
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