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Course description:

The aim of this seminar-project is to produce a book, ideally a printed one, alternatively an
online book. Under the working title "Red-Haired Barbarians in the Chinese Sea" we will
prepare an anthology of early modern English texts about the Far East (in particular on China
and Japan), many of which will be published here for the first time in a modern edition. After
familiarisingh ourselves with the historical background of English travels to the Far East in the
16™ and 17" centuries — a story both fascinating and little researched — we will sift through
travel accounts, diaries and letters and decide which texts shall form part of our anthology. In a
workshop-like atmosphere, we will decide on the criteria for choosing texts, on the structure of
the book, matters of modernising spelling and other editorial questions.

The seminar-project will be work-intensive and will require both a good deal of independent
work on the part of the participants and the ability to co-operate in a team.

The seminar is aimed at master students and advanced bachelor students. Since the workload
for seminar + project will surpass the average workload required for seminars, Fachmaster
participants may obtain the credits for the entire module (seminar + project, 10 LP for
“Fachmaster”).
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