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Course description: 
 

 
 
 
The Native American authors who established the motifs and topics of modern Native 
American writing such as N. Scott Momaday,  Leslie Marmon Silko or James Welch have 
long since been succeded by a broad range of American Indian authors. In their novels, short 
stories and poems Louise Erdrich, Gerald Vizenor or Simon Ortiz re-evaluate traditional NA 
themes of identity or cultural survival as well as the conditions Native Americans today live 
in by trying to bridge the world of the reservation and the Anglo American sphere. 
 
The seminar will try to give an insight into the diversity of styles, topics, and genres of 
contemporary Native American Literature. 
 
Obligatory Literature:  
Louise Erdrich: Love Medicine 
Gerald Vizenor: Earthdivers 
Simon Ortiz: Earth Power Coming 
 
Requirements for credit: Presentation of a short paper in class and a written paper 
(Hausarbeit) 
 
Passing a short test during the third meeting to ensure a satisfactory knowledge of the 
obligatory texts will be a requirement for participation in the course. 
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