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Golden goodbyes and big 
bonuses: with a world at the 
brink of a financial crisis, it 
is the big-salary culture with 
its generous payoffs and pay 
packets that has come under 
scrutiny in recent years. We 
will trace the image of the 
banker in fictional texts over 
the course of more than 400 
years in order to explore 
changing conceptions of 
bankers and banking. What 
are the specific aesthetic and 
rhetoric devices employed 
by fictional texts across 
genres to shape that image? 
Can we discern recurring 
image clusters? What does the image of the banker in fiction tell us about conceptions of class and 
gender? With texts like Cityboy or Confessions of a City Girl written in the form of “life writing”, 
can the imagery employed in these texts help us to define the boundary between factual and 
fictional accounts? And, finally, are texts discussing the image of the banker particularly prone to 
Marxist literary criticism which seems to have undergone a revival in the wake of the financial 
crisis? 
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