Dr Christine Lehnen

Faculty of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences University of Hamburg
christine.lehnen@uni-hamburg.de christinelehnen.eu
APPOINTMENTS

Senior Lecturer in English and Creative Writing | University of Hamburg | from Oct 2025
Lecturer in English and Creative Writing | University of Exeter | Jan 2024 to Dec 2025
Associate Lecturer in English and Creative Writing | University of Bonn | Oct 2014 to Jan 2021
Director of Novel Writing Workshop | University of Bonn | Oct 2014 to Jan 2021

Trustee | Historical Fictions Research Network | since March 2021

EDUCATION

PhD Creative Writing | University of Manchester | Jan 2021 to Dec 2023
MA Political Sciences | University of Bonn, Nouvelle Sorbonne (Paris III) | 1st | March 2021
MA English Literature | University of Bonn, Nouvelle Sorbonne (Paris III) | 1st | March 2018

BA English Studies and Political Sciences | University of Bonn | 1st | March 2015

CURRENT RESEARCH:

‘Artistic Intelligence: Rewriting European Futures in the Age of AT’ (Symposium, bid
development, EU Starter Grant)

‘Looking at the Stars: Retelling the Hunt for Earth-like Planets’ (interdisciplinary research
project with Dr Raphaélle Haywood, Astrophysics, Exeter, as part of the Terra Hunting
Experiment, PI Prof Didier Queloz, Astrophysics, Cambridge; currently under consideration for
funding by the Leverhulme Trust)

‘Grievable Bodies and Marginalised Histories: The Historical Novel in the Twenty-First Century’
(monograph, edited collection under contract with Routledge)

PUBLICATIONS
Narrative Non-Fiction:

1.Remembering Women: Lessons from the Ancient World. London: Icon Books

2. “Young women were the true originators of the Grimms’ Tales,” Psyche, New York,
Melbourne, London, 2022.

3. “Herodotus, Pirate Amazons, and How to Write About the Past,” Antigone Journal, 2022.
4. “Tattoos and Trousers: Imagine Scythia's Fierce Warrior Women,” Aeon, 2022.

5. “Remember Their Names: The Women Who Almost Saved Troy,” Antigone Journal, 2021.
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http://portfolio.christinelehnen.eu/
https://psyche.co/ideas/young-women-were-the-true-originators-of-the-grimms-tales
https://antigonejournal.com/2022/01/herodotus-pirate-amazons/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=herodotus-pirate-amazons
https://antigonejournal.com/2022/01/herodotus-pirate-amazons/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=herodotus-pirate-amazons
https://aeon.co/essays/imagine-scythias-fierce-warrior-women-the-real-amazons?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1643241020-4
https://aeon.co/essays/imagine-scythias-fierce-warrior-women-the-real-amazons?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1643241020-4
https://antigonejournal.com/2021/06/remember-women-of-troy/
https://antigonejournal.com/2021/06/remember-women-of-troy/

Academic Monographs:

6. Forthcoming: Historical Fictions in the Twenty-First Century: Grievable Bodies and
Marginalised Histories. Routledge Studies in Contemporary Literature. London:
Routledge, 2026.

7. Remembering Women: Lessons from the Ancient World. London: Icon Books, 2025

8. Defining Dystopia: A Genre Between The Circle and The Hunger Games. Nomos,
Baden Baden, 2015.

Edited collections:

9. Forthcoming: Lehnen, Christine (ed.) Literature, Film and Popular Culture in the Study of
History. Routledge Guides to Using Historical Sources. London: Routledge, 2027.

10. Forthcoming: Lehnen, Christine and O’Connor, Siobhan (eds.): Transnational and
Postnational Historical Narratives: A New Perspective. Amsterdam: Brill De Gruyter, 2026.

Academic Articles:

11. “Time Becomes Memory, and Memory Becomes the Ditch in Which We Drown’: Rethinking
Modes of Knowing the Past in Ian McGuire’s The Abstainer (2020)”. Textual Practice. London:
Taylor & Francis, 2024.

12. “The Dead Do Not Negotiate': Hilary Mantel, The Mirror and the Light, and Britain's
Obsession with History”. Rethinking History. London: Taylor & Francis, 2024.

13. “Post-National Literature, Post-National Authors? An Interview with David Szalay.”
Alluvium, 8.1, London, 2020.

14. “European Literature — Made in the UK?” Alluvium 7.2, London, 2019.

15. “Narratives’ Powers of Emotional Persuasion through Character Involvement.” Journal of
Literary Theory, 10:2, Berlin, 2016.

Chapters:
16. Forthcoming: “Life writing: the third way of doing history.” In: Lehnen (2027).

17. Forthcoming: “Creating a Transnational Past in Contemporary Irish Fiction.”In: Lehnen,
O’Connor (2026).

18. Forthcoming: “Conservative Reparation? Maggie O’Farrell’'s Hamnet (2020) and the
Ambivalence of Reparative History.” In: De Groot, Jerome, O’Connor, Siobhan et al. (eds.):
Reparative Histories in Contemporary Historical Fiction. Amsterdam: Brill De Gruyter, 2025.

19. “Where are the Amazons? Othering of feminine agency in the Trojan war.” In: Sanchez Sanz,
Arturo: Amazons in contemporary media. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2025.

Reviews (selection):

20. “Amazons in Epic: Susanne Borowski’'s Amazonenepisoden als Bauform des Heldenepos
(Brill).” in: The Classical Review, 2023.

21. Houellebecq's 'Annihilate' to be his last novel, DW.com, 2022.
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https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Studies-in-Contemporary-Literature/book-series/RSCL?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAACWuhHU3gzmJhQBBD-j_JTBn88CUa&gclid=CjwKCAiAjKu6BhAMEiwAx4UsAjltdYZUZxr1r0NNqiJ1ngATGGKKb-DlKhWIpPoG84Qa7SzWslj3ERoC54oQAvD_BwE
https://www.waterstones.com/book/remembering-women/christine-lehnen/9781837732173
https://www.nomos-shop.de/en/p/defining-dystopia-978-3-8288-3684-6
https://www.nomos-shop.de/en/p/defining-dystopia-978-3-8288-3684-6
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0950236X.2024.2417081?src=
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0950236X.2024.2417081?src=
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13642529.2024.2375475
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13642529.2024.2375475
https://alluvium.bacls.org/2020/05/05/european-would-be-a-convenient-identity-to-assume-but-it-is-not-ready-yet-post-national-authors-post-national-literature-an-interview-with-david-szalay/
https://alluvium.bacls.org/2019/08/22/european-literature-made-in-the-uk/
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/jlt-2016-0010/html?srsltid=AfmBOoqcbDF1tO4qsv4SF1PaxIpn0IV2xjP0zPav3_HO_x7B9ySggQK0
https://research.manchester.ac.uk/en/publications/exploring-narratives-powers-of-emotional-persuasion-through-chara
https://research.manchester.ac.uk/en/publications/exploring-narratives-powers-of-emotional-persuasion-through-chara
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/classical-review/article/amazons-in-epic-s-borowski-penthesilea-und-ihre-schwestern-amazonenepisoden-als-bauform-des-heldenepos-the-language-of-classical-literature-35-pp-x-174-leiden-and-boston-brill-2022-cased-us119-99-isbn-9789004472723/9CDBABF5041E97F858F51E4154FFE862
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/classical-review/article/amazons-in-epic-s-borowski-penthesilea-und-ihre-schwestern-amazonenepisoden-als-bauform-des-heldenepos-the-language-of-classical-literature-35-pp-x-174-leiden-and-boston-brill-2022-cased-us119-99-isbn-9789004472723/9CDBABF5041E97F858F51E4154FFE862
file://///Users/user/Downloads/Houellebecq's%20'Annihilate'%20to%20be%20his%20last%20novel
file://///Users/user/Downloads/Houellebecq's%20'Annihilate'%20to%20be%20his%20last%20novel

Fiction:

22. Submitted: Solo Sex. A novella. Represented by Thérese Coen, director of Susanna Lea
Associates London.

23. Die Schneekonigin. An adult fairy-tale retelling. Penguin Random House, Munich.
24. The Woman at No. 13. A suspense novel. Harper Collins, London, 2021.

25. Der Klang des Feuers. A novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Longlisted for the
Lovelybooks Reader Award, 2021.

26. Das Fliistern des Zwielichts. A novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Longlisted for the
Lovelybooks Reader Award, 2021.

27. Das Lied der Nacht. A novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Shortlisted for the
Lovelybooks Reader Award.

28. “Johanna”: Script, Episode 2, Think Big! Directed by Wofgang Groos. Broadcaster: Sati.
Nominated for Best Comedy at Venice TV Awards and German Television Awards.

29. Flowers for the Dead. A suspense novel. Harper Collins, London, 2020.

30. Palace of Blood. A young adult novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Longlisted for the
Lovelybooks Reader Award, 2019.

31. Palace of Fire. A young adult novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Longlisted for the
Lovelybooks Reader Award, 2018.

32. Palace of Silk. A young adult novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Longlisted for the
Lovelybooks Reader Award, 2018.

33. Palace of Glass. A young adult novel. Penguin Random House, Munich. Shortlisted for
the Lovelybooks Reader Award, 2018.

34. “Zeus/Europa”. A short story. In Young Academy Magazine, Berlin. Winner of the 15t Prize
of the 2016 Prize Question of the Young Academies of Europe, 2016.

Poetry:
35. “Destination: Two Poems.” Enigma, 7/2/2025.

FUNDING

Under consideration:

1. Leverhulme Project Grant: APP56779: Looking at the Stars: Retelling the Hunt for Earth-
like Planets, developing a sustainable narrative for space exploration with Times Media Fellow
Dr Raphaélle Haywood (Astrophysics), £487,566, submitted on 02/09/2025.

Submitted:

2. AHRC Catalyst, Round six: APP56778: Can These Bones Live? Unlocking Our
Bioarchaeological History with Seminiscent Narration in the Historical Novel, £299,876,
22/1/2025. Developing an interdisciplinary creative bioarcheology with SHArD 3D Lab.

3. British Academy Leverhulme Small Research Grant (resubmission on invitation), 'We must
live in the future we hope to make': Professionalising practice-based research in historical
archives, £9,678, 01/12/2024
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https://www.susannalea.com/team-member/therese-coen/
https://www.susannalea.com/
https://www.susannalea.com/
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard-ebook/dp/B09X1R93TC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SK97S1EUZNI4&keywords=die+schneekönigin+ce+bernard&qid=1695303663&s=digital-text&sprefix=die+schneekönigin+ce+bernard%2Cdigital-text%2C89&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard-ebook/dp/B09X1R93TC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SK97S1EUZNI4&keywords=die+schneekönigin+ce+bernard&qid=1695303663&s=digital-text&sprefix=die+schneekönigin+ce+bernard%2Cdigital-text%2C89&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Woman-edge-your-seat-claustrophobic-psychological-ebook/dp/B07YL9J87Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=6S89K3YRT4XE&keywords=The+Woman+at+No.+13.&qid=1695303506&sprefix=the+woman+at+no.+13.+%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Woman-edge-your-seat-claustrophobic-psychological-ebook/dp/B07YL9J87Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=6S89K3YRT4XE&keywords=The+Woman+at+No.+13.&qid=1695303506&sprefix=the+woman+at+no.+13.+%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/gp/product/B08MCBWR4B?ref_=dbs_p_pwh_rwt_anx_cl_1&storeType=ebooks
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/gp/product/B08MCBWR4B?ref_=dbs_p_pwh_rwt_anx_cl_1&storeType=ebooks
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/gp/product/B08MCCTYLL?notRedirectToSDP=1&ref_=dbs_mng_calw_1&storeType=ebooks
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/gp/product/B08MCCTYLL?notRedirectToSDP=1&ref_=dbs_mng_calw_1&storeType=ebooks
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard-ebook/dp/B08MCCNDPK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39OKSXMBVSDZF&keywords=das+lied+der+nacht&qid=1695303402&s=books&sprefix=das+lied+der+nach%2Cstripbooks%2C109&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard-ebook/dp/B08MCCNDPK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39OKSXMBVSDZF&keywords=das+lied+der+nacht&qid=1695303402&s=books&sprefix=das+lied+der+nach%2Cstripbooks%2C109&sr=1-1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11714902/?ref_=tt_eps_top
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11710778/?ref_=tt_ov_srs
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Flowers-Dead-C-K-Williams-ebook/dp/B07P24FTG3/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17DH5TJE9GCCZ&keywords=flowers+for+the+dead+ck+williams&qid=1695303376&sprefix=flowers+for+the+dead+ck+william%2Caps%2C101&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Flowers-Dead-C-K-Williams-ebook/dp/B07P24FTG3/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17DH5TJE9GCCZ&keywords=flowers+for+the+dead+ck+williams&qid=1695303376&sprefix=flowers+for+the+dead+ck+william%2Caps%2C101&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard/dp/3764532335/ref=sr_1_1?crid=266M6DS7K15VN&keywords=palace+of+blood&qid=1695303347&sprefix=palace+of+bloo%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard/dp/3764532335/ref=sr_1_1?crid=266M6DS7K15VN&keywords=palace+of+blood&qid=1695303347&sprefix=palace+of+bloo%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard/dp/3764532335/ref=sr_1_1?crid=266M6DS7K15VN&keywords=palace+of+blood&qid=1695303347&sprefix=palace+of+bloo%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/C-Bernard/dp/3764531975/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-0476579-1432951?pd_rd_w=cIOL8&content-id=amzn1.sym.1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_p=1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_r=Q8ZP5NFSPRZH29D23HRW&pd_rd_wg=yZowg&pd_rd_r=70f37c9e-34f9-4e7f-8933-dc713bc6474e&pd_rd_i=3764531975&psc=1
https://www.amazon.de/C-Bernard/dp/3764531975/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-0476579-1432951?pd_rd_w=cIOL8&content-id=amzn1.sym.1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_p=1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_r=Q8ZP5NFSPRZH29D23HRW&pd_rd_wg=yZowg&pd_rd_r=70f37c9e-34f9-4e7f-8933-dc713bc6474e&pd_rd_i=3764531975&psc=1
https://www.amazon.de/C-Bernard/dp/3764531975/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-0476579-1432951?pd_rd_w=cIOL8&content-id=amzn1.sym.1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_p=1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_r=Q8ZP5NFSPRZH29D23HRW&pd_rd_wg=yZowg&pd_rd_r=70f37c9e-34f9-4e7f-8933-dc713bc6474e&pd_rd_i=3764531975&psc=1
https://www.amazon.de/C-Bernard/dp/3764531975/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-0476579-1432951?pd_rd_w=cIOL8&content-id=amzn1.sym.1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_p=1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_r=Q8ZP5NFSPRZH29D23HRW&pd_rd_wg=yZowg&pd_rd_r=70f37c9e-34f9-4e7f-8933-dc713bc6474e&pd_rd_i=3764531975&psc=1
https://www.amazon.de/C-Bernard/dp/3764531975/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-0476579-1432951?pd_rd_w=cIOL8&content-id=amzn1.sym.1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_p=1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_r=Q8ZP5NFSPRZH29D23HRW&pd_rd_wg=yZowg&pd_rd_r=70f37c9e-34f9-4e7f-8933-dc713bc6474e&pd_rd_i=3764531975&psc=1
https://www.amazon.de/C-Bernard/dp/3764531975/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-0476579-1432951?pd_rd_w=cIOL8&content-id=amzn1.sym.1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_p=1fd66f59-86e9-493d-ae93-3b66d16d3ee0&pf_rd_r=Q8ZP5NFSPRZH29D23HRW&pd_rd_wg=yZowg&pd_rd_r=70f37c9e-34f9-4e7f-8933-dc713bc6474e&pd_rd_i=3764531975&psc=1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard/dp/3764531959/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GXB37RQ5CC0T&keywords=palace+of+glass&qid=1695303251&sprefix=palace+of+glass%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard/dp/3764531959/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GXB37RQ5CC0T&keywords=palace+of+glass&qid=1695303251&sprefix=palace+of+glass%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/-/en/C-Bernard/dp/3764531959/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GXB37RQ5CC0T&keywords=palace+of+glass&qid=1695303251&sprefix=palace+of+glass%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-1
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/media/pages/publikationen/avantgarde-zwischen-wirklichkeit-und-virtualitaet/60c8760e0f-1670257409/ja_magazin_20_englisch_rz_ansicht.pdf
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/media/pages/publikationen/avantgarde-zwischen-wirklichkeit-und-virtualitaet/60c8760e0f-1670257409/ja_magazin_20_englisch_rz_ansicht.pdf

4. British Academy Leverhulme Small Research Grant, 'We must live in the future we hope to
make': Professionalising practice-based research in historical archives, £9,678, 12/11 2024

Acquired:

5. Societies and Cultures Institute, University of Exeter, Seed-Corn-Funding: Creative-Critical
Research in Historical Archives and the Archaeological Field, £1,495, 2024

6. Faculty of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, University of Exeter, Monograph Fund:
Proof-of-Concept, Speculative Narration in Collections and the Field, £1,001, 2024

7. Faculty of Philosophy, Unversity of Bonn: Internal funding for three associate lecturers for
the Novel Writing Workshop, from 2016-present, c. 150,000 €.

TEACHING & SUPERVISION

University of Exeter: Undergraduate, prose fiction, Fiction Matters (EAS3501)

University of Exeter, Undergraduate, poetry, prose, scriptwriting, Imagine This (EAS1044)
University of Exeter, Undergraduate, narrative non-fiction, The Essay: Form and Content
(EAS1045)

University of Exeter, Undergraduate, prose, poetry, script, life writing, English and Creative
Writing Dissertation (EAS3122)

University of Exeter, Postgraduate, prose, poetry, script, life writing, English and Creative
Writing Dissertation (EASM123)

University of Exeter, Undergraduate, prose, poetry, script, Write After Reading (EAS3121)
University of Exeter, Postgraduate, prose fiction, Structures of Realism (EASM133)
University of Bonn, Undergraduate and Postgraduate, prose, script, The Novel Writing
Workshop

PAPERS, TALKS, WORKSHOPS, EVENTS (selection)

Keynote speaker: “A third way of doing history? The historian, the historical novelist and the
historical life writer”, Historical Fictions Research Network Conference, University of
Nuremberg-Erlangen, 17/02/2026

Invited speaker: “Sustainable Space Exploration? What We Risk When We Mine the Moon”,
Leverhulme Centre for the Study of Risk, University of Cambridge, 29/10/2025

Invited speaker: “Le Londres Transnational de Thomas Cromwell - la capitale anglaise comme
lieu de memoire cosmopolitain dans les romains historiques de Hilary Mantel”,
Université Gustave-Eiffel, Marne-la-Vallée, Paris, 29/4/2025

Invited speaker: “Morning Stars: Why Humanity Is Looking at the Skies”, Research seminar,
University of Cambridge, Annual Meeting of the Terra Hunting Experiment, 9/4/2025

Invited speaker: “Sustainable Space Race? Haley's Comet, the Climate Crisis, and Object
Fabulation,” Global Systems Institute, University of Exeter, 5/3/2025

“Transnational Historical Fiction? The Cosmopolitan Capital in Hilary Mantel's Wolf Hall
trilogy”, Historical Fictions Research Annual Conference, Manchester, 13/02/2025

Invited speaker: “Looking at the Stars: Retelling the Hunt for Earth-like Planets”, University of
Cambridge, Annual Meeting of the Terra Hunting Experiment, 22/10/2024.

Workshop: “Critical Fabulation or Fabulating Critically? The Role of Historical Novelists in
Telling Marginalised Histories”, Royal Holloway University of London, co-organised with
Dr Nat Reeve, 2024, funded by the Societies and Cultures Institute, 13/06/2024

Workshop: “Creative-critical challenges to violence: What role do the (digital) arts play in
creating a fair society?”, University of Exeter, funded by the Justice and Violence
Network, 14/03/2024
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"The Transhistorical Body: British Historical Fictions after Postmodernism", Historical
Fictions Research Annual Conference, 2024, Malmo

"Conservative Reparation? Maggie O’Farrell’s Hamnet (2020) and the Ambivalence of

Reparative History”, 2023, Online, Historical Fictions Research Network
We're going to survive - our songs, our stories’: Conservatism in Contemporary Feminist
Historical Fiction”, Historical Fictions Research Annual Conference, 2023, online

"Towards a Feminist Mnemonics Aesthetics? Contemporary British Fiction", Memory Studies

Association Nordic Conference, 2022, Reykjavik

ne
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