
                                                                 
 
Instructor: Veronika Arutyunyan 
Title: From Nature poetry to Ecopoetry 
Course: Seminar II (ENG-7, ENG-7a, ENG-13, AA7, AA11, LAA9, LAA13, IAA22, IAA23, 
IAA24, IAA25, AA-MA01, AA-MA02, AA-MA03, AA-MA05) 
Number: 53-561 
Time: Wednesdays, 14–16h  
Room: Ü35–01016 
Start: 06.04.2022 
 
Course description: 
 
From its beginnings American 
poetry has been concerned with 
humanity’s relationship with 
nature that for long seemed vast 
and wild, but this relationship has 
changed dramatically. In the last 
few decades, in response to the 
bourgeoning environmental crisis, 
there emerged an ecocritical 
perspective that traverses the 
disciplinary boundaries of literary 
production and ecology in order  
to interrogate the complex relationship between the human subject and 
the world of nature. As a consequence of such interdisciplinary inquiries, writing framed 
as ecopoetry foregrounds the changing notion of what nature is to human imagination. 
 Tracing the deep-seated roots of ecopoetics in the nature poetry of the United 
States, this seminar will explore the environmental turn in a variety of texts from 
nineteenth century to contemporary poetry. We will pay close attention to the ways that 
nature has been represented in North American verse, tracing the shift from nature 
poetry to ecopoetry that sees the human subject as entangled in the more-than-human 
processes. Our close reading will be framed by seminal theoretical texts on ecopoetics 
and relevant theories of nature and its shifting representations in poetry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructor:     Jolene Mathieson 
Title:   The Blue Humanities 
Course:       Seminar II [ENG-7, ENG-7a, ENG-13, AA7, AA11, LAA10, LAA13, AA-MA01, AA-MA02, AA-

MA03, AA-MA05] 
Number:     53–562 
Time:           Tuesdays, 10–12h 
Room:          Zoom; online only 
Starts:       03.11.2020 
 
 
Course Description:  

 
  

 
 

 
 

The ocean is a realm of primordial power, a world populated by both the tiniest of microbes as well 
as the planet’s largest animals. It is a place of jutting rocks, vast trenches and hydrothermal vents, 
of extreme pressure and non-prismatic light. It is a complex environment that challenges and often 
denies human conceptions of time, space and scale; yet its importance for all human activity cannot 
be overstated. The governing framework for this seminar will hence be the relatively new but rapid-
ly expanding field of the "Blue Humanities", a field that examines and debates the culture and histo-
ry of human interactions with the ocean. In a time of climate change and severe oceanic pollution, 
the relationship between humans and the ocean needs to be reevaluated and scrutinized. This sem-
inar will thus study how, in the age of climate change, literary form can shape the epistemic func-
tion of an ocean increasingly at risk and how oceanographic knowledge can shape the epistemic 
function of the literary text. To this end, the course will include primary reading material from the 
social sciences, marine biology and literary fiction. We will read two short novels, one written by a 
practicing oceanographer that explores issues of technology and the hegemony of science as well as 
one Afrofuturist novel that examines the ways that the ocean is colonized, gendered and racialized. 
We will also read excerpted theorizations from the science-literature nexus and discuss the quality 
and type of knowledge it produces. The aim of this course is to introduce students to oceanic litera-
ture and thought, and to demonstrate the myriad ways we can critically engage with the ocean 
while also developing modes of reflection where we examine our individual responsibility to the 
ocean. 
Requirements: The Studienleistung will consist of thorough preparation of all reading material, 
completion of weekly homework assignments and active participation. The Prüfungsleistung con-
sists of a research paper, the length of which is determined by your module.  
Texts: Each of you must purchase the following novel: Nnedi Okorafor, Lagoon (London: Hudder, 
2014). All other texts will be made available at our Agora room. 
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 Given the manifold nature of ecopoetry, we will address the diverse ecocritical 
approaches and provide you with the tools to read a poem ecocritically. During the 
course of the seminar, you will develop an understanding of the recurrent motifs in 
ecopoetry, including anthropocentrism, anthropomorphism, the pastoral, the agency of 
the non-human, and the breakdown of the nature culture divide. Ultimately, through the 
close reading of the poems we will examine how poets engage with the pressing issues 
of the environmental crisis by scrutinizing the poetic devices they employ and set out to 
discover what contribution ecopoetic discourse can make in raising ecological awareness 
and in what sense poetry can be considered ecological. 
 
Course requirements: 
The Studienleistung consists of thorough preparation of all reading material, 
collaboration in one of the “expert” groups and active participation. The 
Prüfungsleistung consists of a research paper.  
 
The syllabus will be provided during the first session. Most of the reading material will 
be made available digitally (on AGORA). 
 
 
 


