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Course Description: 
 
The mental lexicon (or mental dictionary) is a language user’s mental storage of 
internalized knowledge of the properties of words. Lexical access refers to the retrieval of 
words from the mental lexicon, and this includes both word recognition as well as 
production processes.  
This course provides an introduction to how lexical memory works, how words are 
organized and how their semantic and formal knowledge is represented. The main focus 
will be on orthographic, phonological, and semantic aspects of words. In addition, we will 
discuss challenges posed by multiple languages memorized by a language user (the 
“bilingual/ multilingual mental lexicon”).  
Students will learn about various empirical techniques, which are used to investigate the 
organizational structure of the mental lexicon, including psycholinguistic experimentation 
and computer modeling. Models of speech recognition and production will be discussed. 
The aim of this course is to familiarize students with current issues and experimental 
approaches to the organization and function of the mental lexicon in first and 
second/foreign language users. 
 
Class meetings will consist of lectures, critical discussions, and experimental work. 
Students will work in small groups to design, conduct and present their own empirical 
studies. Assessment will be based on project work, an oral presentation (of the project), 
and a term paper (based on the project). Regular attendance and active participation are 
expected.  
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