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Course description: 
This lecture provides a broad overview of the history of British literature, ranging all the way from its 
beginnings in the Anglo-Saxon period to the twenty-first century. Each lecture will be devoted to a distinct 
literary period and its major developments, movements, and genres, placed in their wider social, cultural, 
and historical contexts. While aiming for a comprehensive survey, each lecture will feature case studies of 
key works and authors to pinpoint continuities across and differences between literary periods. By the end 
of this lecture, students will be familiar with the basic developments, concepts, and texts associated with 
the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Restoration and the eighteenth century, the Romantic period, the 
Victorian Age, and the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
 
Course requirements: 
Students must pass two (out of three) multiple-choice quizzes during the term to receive credits for this 
lecture. 


