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Kursbeschreibung: 
During this course students will learn the basic skills necessary for the study of literature, especially 
with regard to American letters and culture. Students will learn how to analyse poetry, prose, and 
drama by studying major works of American literature from the seventeenth to the twenty-first century. 
The focus will lie on the technical as well as cultural aspects of works of literature and their historical 
contexts. Additionally, students will learn how to independently find and use secondary sources in 
preparation for academic papers. Attention will also be paid to the intricacies of essay presentation 
according to the MLA style sheet. By the end of the course students will have gained knowledge of the 
key literary genres, technical aspects and critical terms that will form the foundation for the further 
development of an academic understanding of the wide-ranging scope of American literature.  
  
Then seminar is part of an introductory module consisting of the lectures “Einführung in die 
Literaturtheorie und Methoden der Literaturwissenschaft” and “Geschichte der amerikanischen 
Literatur” as well as a tutorial. 
 
Teilnahmevoraussetzungen:  
Scheinvoraussetzungen sind regelmäßige und aktive Teilnahme am Seminar und an einem der beiden 
Tutorien, ggf. kursbegleitende Aufgaben und das Bestehen der Abschlussklausur. Das Seminar wird in 
englischer Sprache unterrichtet.  
 

 
Sprechstunde während der Vorlesungszeit: Di. 15-16 Uhr 
Sprechstunden während der vorlesungsfreien Zeit: 
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