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Course description:

Why do human languages have a sound structure, and how are they encoded in a phonological
system? This course introduces students to the sound structure of the English Language. As a
way of revision we will briefly look at phonetics in general but with particular reference to
English. The recap will also consider useful phonetic terminologies and a thorough
examination of the International Phonetic Alphabet chart. Then we will look at the
phonological features of English and how they are organised into segments, syllables and
words. We will approach our discussion in a historical way, introducing generative phonology
and some developments since its inception to more recent frameworks like Optimality Theory.

NB: Although a knowledge of the systems underlying English phonetics and phonology may
help one speak better English, this course is NOT aimed at speaking English fluently.

Participants are expected to have at least elementary knowledge of articulatory phonetics,
attend regularly, participate actively, do the assigned readings, and do a series of exercises in
and out of class.
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