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Course description:

During the last three decades Cognitive Linguistics has grown into an
attractive discipline. The course offers a cross-section of classic and
recent cognitive-linguistic work. Its focus is on key notions such as
categorization, iconicity, frames, conceptual metaphor, conceptual
metonymy, and conceptual blending. The over-arching goal of the
cognitive approach to language is to discover the motivation underlying
language structure. A great many lexical and grammatical phenomena
have been shown to be motivated, but there are still many linguistic
areas waiting to be explored by the participants of this course.

Several excellent readers have appeared presenting the
development and the main strands of Cognitive Linguistics, in
particular the volumes edited by Evans, Bergen & Zinken (2007) and
Geeraerts & Cuyckens (2007). An extensive reading list will be made
available at the first session.

Leistungskontrolle:

Students who wish to take this course for credit are expected to do the
required reading for each session and either give a presentation (3
credit points) or write a term paper (6 credit points). Special office
hours for the discussion of the term papers will be offered at the end of
the term.
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