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Course description:

The expansion of the English Language within the last centuries has driven and stimulated the
evolution of new varieties of English which exhibit unique features that distinguish them from
other varieties. This course introduces students to the types of varieties and the variations
within the English language across varied linguistic matrices: lexical, phonological,
morphological, syntactical etc. We will start with a historical account to help us understand
how English was transported to some of these regions. Then we will trace the development
and spread of the English language since the first contacts to the present day and its resulting
influx of varieties as well as clarifying some central notions and frameworks that aided this
development. We will also examine the structural peculiarities, similarities and differences
across several varieties with regards to time and space, and we will debate the question of
intelligibility that sceptics of varieties of English often pose. The course will be complemented
with an introduction to English based pidgins and creoles and a presentation on their recurrent
structural patterns.

Participants are expected to attend regularly, participate actively, do the assigned readings, and
be prepared to do class presentations.
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