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Course description: 
 
This lecture series presents you with a broad survey of the most important theoretical frameworks 
shaping the practice of English and American studies today. It offers orientation for your own writing 
projects, whether essays or theses, and for understanding the secondary literature you come across in 
the course of your research. The lectures include theories that are predominantly text-centred, and they 
cover theories that focus on specific relations between texts and the cultures of  
their production and reception. You will be familiarized with labels like hermeneutics and semiotics, 
deconstruction and poststructuralism, psychoanalytic and Marxist theories, new historicism and 
cultural studies, gender and postcolonial theory, and with the basic theoretical ideas for which they 
stand. Each individual lecture will introduce a specific theoretical framework. We will explain central 
premises and arguments of the theory, and name its most important representatives. We will spell out 
the kinds of questions the theory would suggest regarding a given text, and we will indicate the 
methods that might be employed to pursue these questions. By way of an example, we will sketch how 
the theory under discussion can be applied to a specific text. The subject-matter of this lecture series 
forms a point of reference in the seminars of this module and beyond; attendance is  
strongly recommended! 
 

 
 
Sprechstunde während der Vorlesungszeit  
Prof. Rohr : 

Siehe Aushang  

Sprechstunde während der Semesterferien  
Prof. Rohr: 

Mi. 17.02., Do. 17.03. jeweils 14-15 Uhr  
in Phil 1256 

 
 


