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Course description 
 
In this class, we will practice American Studies as an interdisciplinary methodology by looking 
at different forms of popular music. Issues covered through the study of American music 
include authenticity, "race" and racialization, myth and mythology, taste, gender, place and 
space. While discussing these thematic aspects, we will also chronologically survey some 
major forms of American popular music, from early blues and country music to soul, rock, pop, 
punk and hip-hop. We will study a variety of texts, which include auto-ethnography, biography, 
film, literature and cultural studies scholarship. 
 
Among the readings for this class are texts by Angela Davis, Greil Marcus and Jay Z. 
 
Course requirements are response papers, active participation in class and a term paper of 
about 15 pages (depending on the module chosen). 
 
 

 


