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53-515: Introduction into Language Contact 

Course description: 

„Es gibt keine völlig ungemischte Sprache.“ (Schuchardt 1884: 5). 
“Language contact is everywhere: there is no evidence that any languages have developed 

in total isolation from other languages.” (Thomason 2001: 8)  

When speakers of different languages interact closely it is typical for their languages to 
influence each other. Languages normally develop by gradually accumulating internal 
differences until one parent language splits into daughter languages. This phenomenon of 
language contact is responsible for the world’s vast linguistic diversity. Although contact 
linguistics as a new branch of linguistics subjects has only established itself since fifty or so 
years ago, it has recently come to be recognized a subdiscipline with robust explanatory power. 
The questions constituted the core of the discipline are:  

1. What happens when language come into contact?  
2. How can we classify the various principles of language contact and the resulting effects? 

In this course, we will first discuss the confines of language contact theories in general, types 
of contact situation, as well as some key mechanisms in language contact situation. We will 
also explore multilingualism, second language acquisition and some varieties of English from 
a contact perspective. Students are expected to conduct a small scale independent empirical 
research on one of the topics discussed in the course. 

Requirements: 

Students who wish to take this course for credit are expected to do the required reading for 
each session and either an oral report (3 credit points) or give an oral report and submit a term 
paper (6 credit points).  
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