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Course description:

It is a curious observation that linguistic categories come and go for no apparent reason.

It would even appear that they have a life cycle of their own. However inadequate the
description of language in terms of a biological organism may be, there is no denying that
language is subject to the eternal wheel of change and that change involves the appearance
of new, and the disappearance of, old categories.

The aim of this course is to study the major changes that have taken place in the history

of English from the “incoming-and-outgoing” perspective. English lends itself quite well
to such an analysis in view of the drastic differences between Old and Present-day English.
All structural levels have a contribution to make to this topic because no single level is
immune to change. To name but a few examples, English lost its front rounded vowels

and nominal gender while it gained the definite article and phonologically conditioned
allomorphy.

Our focus will be on grammatical categories not only because they have seen particularly
dramatic restructuring but also because they define the nature of a particular language more
clearly than any other categories. Lexical change will also be considered even though it is
the most unpredictable of all types of change. Semantic change will play an additional role,
but again, laws of semantic change have been slow in coming.
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