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Course description: 
 
As students of English language it is interesting to investigate the acquisition of English as an 

additional language. For some students, English is the first language acquired after German. It 

is the first foreign language and probably the first experience of language contact. Due to 

globalization and migration the number of bilingual children within the society has increased. 

These bilingual children acquire English as their third and not their second language. This 

course will deal with the differentiation of second and third language acquisition as well as 

language contact. The main goal will be to detect instances of cross-linguistic influence (CLI) 

and to try to understand transfer between the languages that come into contact. 

After working through the theories in relation to second and third language acquisition, 

we will discuss models on language transfer. With this knowledge you will have the chance to 

analyze several English texts written by students from different schools in Germany over a 

period of 3 years. The data derives from a huge research project of the University of Hamburg 

(Multilingual Development: A Longitudinal Perspective) and includes many background 

variables of each student that can serve as a useful basis for profound analyses. 

 
Course requirements: 
 
Regular attendance, active participation, short presentation, and (equivalent to) term paper 
 
 
Introductory Reading Material: 
 
De Angelis, G. (2007). Third or Additional Language Acquisition.Clevedon: Multilingual 
Matters. 
Cook, V. & Singleton, D. (2014). Key Topics in Second Language Acquisition. Clevedon: 
Multilingual Matters. 

Sprechstunde in der Vorlesungszeit: appointment via email  
Sprechstunde in der vorlesungsfreien 
Zeit: appointment via email 

 


