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Course Description: 

This lecture course is designed as an introduction to British literary history, from its very beginnings in 

the Anglo-Saxon period to our contemporary present. It aims to give students a broad overview of the 

development of literary genres, trends and movements, while also sketching the historical, social and 

cultural contexts in which this literature has been produced. While aiming to be as comprehensive as 

possible, this lecture will anchor on principal authors and texts in order to show some of the ways in 

which the sketched-out contexts have shaped the literature of the British Isles. Even though this lecture 

does not assume any prior specialised knowledge of British literary history, it will require students to 

read and think widely throughout the term.  

 

 

Set Texts: 

Texts that will be discussed in greater detail will be announced in advance of the relevant session. The 

shorter texts can all be found in: Stephen Greenblatt (ed.). The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 

9th edition. New York: Norton, 2012 (six volumes). This anthology is a wonderful resource for any 

serious student of British literature and is highly recommended for purchase.   

     

 

Course Requirements:  

In order to receive credits for this lecture, students must pass three multiple-choice quizzes. 

 

  

Supplementary Reading:  

Nowak, Helge. Literature in Britain and Ireland: A History. Tübingen: Francke, 2010. 

Poplawski, Paul (ed.). English Literature in Context. Cambridge: Cambridge U P, 22017.  
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Updated Syllabus – History of British Literature (Online Lecture) 

 

Week Date Topic 

1 3/11 The Anglo-Saxon period: 450-1066 

2 10/11 The High Middle Ages: 1066-1485 

3 17/11 The Early Modern period: 1485-1660 (Part 1) 

4 24/11 The Early Modern period: 1485-1660 (Part 2) 

5 1/12 Quiz 1 

6 8/12 The Restoration and eighteenth century: 1660-1780 (Part 1) 

7 15/12 The Restoration and eighteenth century: 1660-1780 (Part 2) 

  No class – Christmas break 

8 5/1 The Romantic period: 1780-1830 (Part 1) 

9 12/1 The Romantic period: 1780-1830 (Part 2) 

10 19/1 Quiz 2 

11 26/1 The Victorian period: 1830-1900 (Part 1) 

12 2/2 The Victorian period: 1830-1900 (Part 2) 

13 9/2 The twentieth century: 1900-1945 (Part 1) 

14 16/2 The twentieth century: 1945-2000 (Part 2)  

 23/2 Quiz 3 
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