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Why study varieties of English? – Because, as we all know, language communities are by no means 
homogenous. This is especially true for a ‘world language’ such as English, which has not only 
expanded considerably within the last centuries but also exhibits a wide scope of regional and social 
differentiation. Thus, this seminar aims at familiarising students with different types of varieties and 
with the structural variation within the English language. 

Though this seminar focuses particularly on morphosyntactic peculiarities of regional varieties 
of English, we will start our course by introducing the most important types of varieties, including 
social, functional and regional varieties and we will clarify central notions such as lect, dialect, accent, 
pidgin, creole, etc. In a second step, we will address the problem of distinguishing between standard 
and non-standard varieties of English in order to boost the awareness for linguistic variation and also 
for the sometimes tricky question whether a feature is actually standard or non-standard. Furthermore, 
a brief but practical introduction into language corpora and concordance programmes will be offered 
in order to acquaint students with the most important tools to study varieties of English. 

Then, of course, we will focus on different geographical varieties of English. This survey will 
include varieties of English in regions in which English is the predominant (first) language, such as 
Scotland and Ireland, but also varieties in regions in which English is used as (national) lingua franca, 
such as India and South Africa. This survey will be complemented with an introduction into pidgin 
and creole varieties of English, exemplified with Tok Pisin and Jamaican Creole. 
 
Participants are expected to attend regularly, participate actively, do the reading and homework 
assignments, give an oral presentation in class and submit a term paper.  
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