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A History of British Literature is an introductory lecture that offers an overview of the 
developments in British literature and culture from Beowulf to New Literatures in 
English. Students will become acquainted with historical and cultural developments. 
They will get to know typical genres, literary strategies and representatives of various 
literary periods. The works will be contextualized with reference to major 
philosophical, social and cultural transformations. This lecture will also test students’ 
study skills (their ability to prepare for quizzes, to differentiate between very and less 
important pieces of information, to take notes, etc.). Please be prepared to work in order 
to get the two credit points in this lecture.  
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