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Course description: 
This course addresses the situation of multilingual students in the foreign language 
classroom. For them, English is a third language, and consequently their language acquisition 
may be significantly different as compared to monolingual children. Empirical findings 
suggest that multilingual students may be in an advantaged position as compared to their 
monolingual peers if their first two languages are well developed and if their socio-economic 
status is sufficient. If, however, these conditions are not met, their third language acquisition 
of English may be under challenge. 
 

Lernziel: 

In this course, the phenomenon of the acquisition of English as a third language wil be looked 
at from both a linguistic and an educational perspective. The course aims at providing you with 
empirical findings and theoretical approaches from a linguistic point of view in order for you to 
develop a conceptual understanding of the cognitive and social processes of third language 
acquisition. Against this backdrop the course also aims at introducing you to educational 
concepts of running an "English as L3 classroom". This means that you will be put into the 
position of developing ideas of adaptive teaching of English with respect to multilingual 
children. 

 

Vorgehen: 

The course consists of a four hour joint seminar that will introduce you to linguistic and 
educational findings and concepts in an integrated way. In addition to this, there will be three 
workshop sessions, in which you will have ample opportunity of analysing original empirical 
data from our research projects. This will provide deep insights into what language 
competence multilingual children possess and how they construct their multilingual identities.    

Dates for workshops will be announced in the first session. 

 

Literatur: 

Literature will be provided in the first session. 



 


