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Initially, the music industry developed music videos as a form of advertising for the release of 
single records within the sector of pop music. However, the vivid clips soon became an 
independent form of video art, providing a platform for experiment and creative expression, 
eventually even retroacting on the aesthetics of television and film. With the advance of the world 
wide web the importance of the music video in its original form faded and it was replaced by 
alternative forms of presentation that conformed to the new social media of web 2.0.  
 
The seminar will sketch the cultural history of this form of art and the bandwidth of the various 
forms of expression. In order to provide a historical as well as thematical framework, selected 
clips will be analysed in detail. Additionally, theoretical texts will give an insight in the main 
arguments of academic discourse on the music video as a pop-cultural phenomenon. 
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