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Basic information about narrative structure

• Introduction

• Exposition

• Rising action

• Climax

• Falling action

• Resolution
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Data for study

• Ket Corpus (20th cent.)

• Selkup Corpus (20th cent.)
(Thanks to Sergey Kovylin)

• Annotated Folk and Daily 
Texts in the Languages of 
Ob-Yenissei Linguistic 
Area. Volume 1-7. Tomsk, 
2012-2020. (AFaDT)
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Basic information about word order in Ket

• Dominant word order in Ket – SOV

Ex. 1 
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Basic information about word order in Ket
(cont.)

• adverbial modifier of place – at the end of 
sentences:  SV - place

• Ex. 2
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Basic information about word order in Ket
(cont.)

• adverbial modifier of time– at the beginning 
of sentences:  времяSVпространство 

• Ex. 3
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Basic information about word order in 
Selkup

• Dominant word order in Selkup – SOV

Ex. 4
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[AFaDT , Том 6]



Basic information about word order in 
Selkup (cont.)

• adverbial modifier of place – at the end of 
sentences:  SV - place

Ex.5
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Basic information about word order in 
Selkup (cont.)

• adverbial modifier of time– at the beginning 
of sentences:  time - SV - place

Ex.6
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Ket

S Obl V
Ex.7

[AFaDT … V. 3]
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Ket (cont.)

Nominal clause: S V(n), S V(n)
Ex.8

[AFaDT … V. 2]
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Ket (cont.)

V two S

Ex. 9
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Ket (cont.)

place V one S

Ex. 10

[AFaDT … V. 1]
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Introduction in Daily Texts in Ket

S O V / S V

Ex. 11

[AFaDT … V. 7]
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Selkup

S Obl V

Ex. 12

[AFaDT … V. 1 ]
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Selkup (cont.)

time S Obl V

Ex. 13

[AFaDT … V. 1 ]
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Introduction in Folk Texts in Selkup (cont.)

place O1 V1, O2 V2

Ex. 14

[A Fairy Tale About a Devil] 18



Introduction in Daily Texts in Selkup

S O V / S V

Ex. 15

[AFaDT … V. 7]
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Conclusions

• The main formula of the introduction in the Ket
texts when introducing characters – is the minimal 
form SV. 

• Complication of the minimal formula might be a 
direct or indirect indication on what is described in 
the folklore text. 

• There is a canonic word order SOV/SV preserved in 
household texts.
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